
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 



MAILED 

NOV 1 9 2012 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



Paul W. Johnson 

207 Park Ave. 

Lake Preston, SD 57249 

In re Patent No. 5,689,918 
Issue Date: November 25, 1997 
Application No. 08/71 1,794 
Filed: September 10, 1996 
For: SIGN POST STABILIZER 



ON PETITION 



This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(e), filed October 4, 2012, to accept the delayed 
payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent. 



The petition is DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE. 

The instant petition under 37 CFR 1.378(e) is not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b)(3) which 
states: 



Amendments and other papers, accept for written assertions pursuant to § 1 .27(c)(2)(iii) or 
(c)(2)(iv), filed in the application must be signed by: (3) The applicant (§ 1.42). Unless otherwise 
specified, all papers signed on behalf of a juristic entity must be signed by a patent practitioner. 

As the instant petition is not signed, a decision on the merits of the petition filed October 4, 2012 is not 
forthcoming. The time period for reconsideration of the petition mailed September 19, 2012 expired 
November 19, 2012. Accordingly, petitioner is entitled to request a refund of the previously filed 
$4,005.00 by writing to the Finance Office, Refund Section. A copy of this decision should accompany 
any request for reply. 



Further correspondence with respect to the refund should be addressed as follows: 



By Mail: Mail Stop FINANCE 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



By hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, V A 22314 
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The centralized facsimile number is (571) 273-8300. 

Telephone inquiries should be directed to the undersigned at (703) 571-3205. 
lALESIA M. BROWN/ 

Alesia M. Brown 
Attorney Advisor 
Office of Petitions 



